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Highlights of Insect Conditions 


SMALL GRAIN PEST conditions in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and 
Kansas to March], 1954. (page 191 ). 


BEET LEAFHOPPER conditions in Utah, western Colorado, southern 
Nevada, southeastern California and central Arizona - 1954. (page 199 


BOLL WEEVIL survival counts, Tallulan, Louisiana, (page 400 ). 
Anew SCALE INSECT in Florida, (page 20] ). 


HORN FLY heevy in areas of Texas, Increasing in Gedsden County, 
Florida, “page <d0l J 


summary of INSECT CONDITIONS.- 1953 - Oregon (page 403 ), North 
Sar olina (page 204 ), G Bats ales ADB uehe 


Some of the more IMPORTANT INSECTS for 1953. Twenty-one State 
Clearing offices have res sponded to date = the request for lists of the 
nore important in: ee in 1958, .Additional lists will be carried as 


received, (see last p2rge), 


eHED-CORN MiGGOT heavy in Fulton County, Georgia. First egjs 
of season on spinach in Oklahoma, (page 200 )e 


1 few CUTWORM and ARMYWORM moths at Gharleston, S. C. (nage 197). 
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WHATHER POR WEEK ENDING MARCH 9) 1954 


Winter-like conditions in tne South featured the weather of the week, 
Prost and freezing in the Southeast to the Florida Everglades on the 2nd 


=e rt UES arn 41 Feet Wl - 0 ya et ny an 
and throughout the South, except in most immediate coastal areas, 
al 


on the 4th and Sth damajyed fruit in some southern areas and truck 
in Florida. Snowfall was widespread and some accumulations were 


reported on the Gulf Coast waere measureable amounts are rare eee 
in midwinter. Average temperatures for the week were 102071 
lower than those of the previous week in virtually sll a 

to 12° below normal in the South, Temperatures for the v 
about normal west of the ae as il Divide, and a few degrees: 
above normal in New England aad a few adjacent areas. 
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The cold weather began in the North Central Interior on March | and 
by the 4th ce air covered tne entire United States, n the morning 
ai the 3rd subzero minima were recorded in eastern eleitewaion 2 and 
western Kans aSrand'a ys tae mormn gon the oth freezing was reported 
oy all Station's excep those along the WestCoast and im tmevexiceme 
South, A few of r the lowest temperatures in northern areas were ~2- ag 
at Bemidji; Minn. , and =1 at Solon Springs, Wis,, on the oth, end 
-2° at Cadiliac, Mich, , and Sy at Montrose, Pes, oaiiie ota, 


Ercetpitanion was genera lly very ae with totals exceeding one-hali 
inch limited to hen iorth Pacific Coast, southern Florida, the central 
Gulf cos Siny Srimeyl! aa in the ne r Great Rena SIMON, CSSiwerin 
New York, New England, New Jersey, and a few adjacent areas. 
Topsoil mositure remains ade equate in the East, nae of the Mississippi 
Valley, and parts of the eastern Great Plains, but continues low in 
the western Plains and Southwest. 


General snowfall over north central arcas on the 3rd and 4th was 
locally heavy in Michigan and parts of Ohio and Pennsylvania, Heavy 
drifting in southern Michigan and northera Ohio, where drifts of 3 

to 7 feet high were reported, blocked roads and forced many schools 
to close. (Summary Supplied by U.S. yeni er Bureau). 


Reports in this issue are for the week ending March 5 unless otner 


wise des _ nated. 
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Leys Fann 0 TEN oun ee x ote tenet ora el se. Tear, US i 
Small Grain Pest 1/ Conditions in Yexas,. New Mexico 
} 7 Wits f 
Oklahoma, and Kansas 


Smal Grain Conditions 


In mest sex ctions of the wheat produciny ereas of Kansas, New 
2x25, precipitation was suificient durin y 
the fall of 1953 to produce a satisfactory growth of small jrains, 
and in many fields fall and winter fae ig was available, However, 
the Bee nition Since December 15 has seen far below normal, 
Some beneficial moisture was rec aed during the week of February 
1D east of a line running from Norton to Meade rans Kansas, in 
central and eastern Oklanoma;\ and in north Texas; but more mo 
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is needed. Generally, the present condition of the winter whea 
! ne Oklahoma Panh laa and western Kansas is Ne 
but is Setter than at this time in 1°53. ts the Texas Panhandle and 
ay CONGMIONS Vary irom fair to good, tburthis 


fue 
a 


Ea) 
<< 

6p] 

om ot 

@ 
mb 
as: 

xn 

t— oa-et 
we) 

= 

O 

me 


Klanoma, and central and eastern Kansas, Small grains look good, 
but more hath He newt, eine wind erosion has occurred over 
eek oe say aes = Texas Panhandle, New Mexico, and western 
Oklanoma eune wheat seeded in Nove pee and Decemper was 
ek adve ereely affected. In much of this ca late-~seeded ficlds 
worked (chiseled) in an siovt to: aie e the wind Bean on 


This area is in a critical condition aid will continue to blow unless 
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Bae Erte Om ole uy REESE Bre! t gies 
stations or Texas, New 
coopera atin vin 


a and Ajricultural Experiment 
vii. 


h OL ma, and Kansas, 


erea needs Demet Vory eee In-norny Texas, centra and eastern 


omall Grain Pest Conditions 


summary: Nogeneral widespread small grain insect outbreak has 
occurred or is in Sight for the four-state area. Some locally heavy 
infestations of BROWN WHEAT MITE (Petrobia latens) may develop 
during the next six weeks in the Texas Panhandle, western Oklahoma, 

klahoma Panhandle, nd southwestern Kansas. A few fields in all 
four states have seen found that appear to have a threatening infes- 
tation of CUTWORMS, out the infestation is not general. The most 
severe GREENBUG infestation appears to be localized in Payne 
County, Oklahoma, Several fields throughout Oklahoma have very 
heavy populations of ENGLISH GRAIN APHID and APPLE GRAIN 
APHID, but these insects usually do not cause severe damage, 
However, if the English grain aphid persists until April and May 
and infests the developing heads, additional damage may occur. A 
WHEAT CURL MITE (Aceria tulipae) has seen found in a high per- 
centage of wheat samples that were brought into the greenhouse from 
the northern half of Kansas during the fall of 1953. 


GREENBUG (oxoptera graminum) - KANSAS - Present in small 
numbers in northcentral area during the fall, and a few as far south~ 
west as Garden City. However, no greenbugs found in 162 fields 
examined in southwestern Kansas during February... NEW MEXICO- 
Greenbugs were not detected during December, January, or February 
w. .en a total of 57 fields were surveyed. OKLAHOMA - Twenty-five 
central and western counties were surveyed for greenbugs during 
February. Population was threatening (from 50-100 per linear foot 
of row) in a few fields in Payne County. Light infestations (from 10-50) 
in a few fields in Logan, Pawnee, and Okfuskee Counties. In seven 
counties, noneconomical infestations (1-10) were found, and no green- 
bugs were found in the ficlds examined in the other 14 counties. Some 
parasites and predators were found during warm days in February. 
The survey indicated that the infestation is greater than at the same 
time in 1953, about the same or slightly less than in 1954, and much 
less than in 1950 and 1951. TEXAS - Greenougs were found rather 
generally distributed in the northern Texas Pannandle during the 
jinter. Seventy-nine fields were visited in 22 counties during last 
. half of January and greenbugs were found in 18. In the infested areas, 
greenbugs were found in very small numbers, mostly in rank wheat or 
in large volunteer clumps scattered over the fields. In December and 
January the numbers of predators always equaled or exceeded that 
of grecnbugs, while this situation was found sharply reversed in the 
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Februa ary 15 survey in the Dawn, Texas, area. Lady beetles popu- 
ns have generally dceuimnen since November, and nabiids are 
apparently oe most active predators 


OTHER APHIDS - KANSAS - No ENGLISH GRAIN APHIDS (Macrosiphum 
yranerium) or apple jrain aphids (Rhopalosiphum prunifoliae) were 
found in 132 fields examined in southwestern Kansas during FeDruary. 
OKLAHO MA - Finglish grain aphid infestation has a yreater than 
normal throughout winter. Fields seeded very carly (before Sep- 
tember 15) had heaviest infestation, In som” cases infestation 

ranyed up to 100 per foot in January, Infestation appears to center 
around ee ee 7, but tields have also been ‘sonal with pop- 


ulations above 50 p r foot in Logan, Canadian, Mu pene: Jackson, 
Tillman, and ayne Counties s. During February there was a con- 
siderable migration of English grain aphid from these « early fields 


into later-seeded fields and even early-spring-seeded oats. In several 
eases English grain aphid has been mistakenly identified as greenbug, 
As usual, apple grain aphid has been found in many fields throug yhout 
State, In a few fields in Canadian and iGnotisher Counties; “it nfs. Se 
tations have ranged u to 100 per foot. Heavy infestations of the corn 
leaf apnid (Rhopalosiphum maidis) Olas found in some early seeded 
parley fields in Blaine and Comanche Counties in Decemt er, TE AAS 
Light populations of the English grain aphid, apple grain aphid, and 
corn leaf aphid were found in many fields in the Texas Panhandle 
during January and Fcbruary. 


ARMY CUTWORMChori: horizegrotis suxiliaris) - KANSAS ~ A few found 
in-McPherson County, February 24, ae occasional cutworm was found 
in several southwestern seeniiee duriny last week in February. 

a very light co 3e around Sokactee, CUTWORMS were in third 
fourth instars. ~NEW MEXICO - A threatening population of 
enaiee ie oe found in two ficlds during January, out wore collected 
Only in num-ers of less than one per square foot in 14 fields surveyed 


in F car ante OKLAHOMA - The infestation in Oklahoma appears 
to be very light. Occasional cutworms were found during last week 
in Pebruary insmall grain. fields in ghee County; ‘but HO yeneral 


amage. Few small grain ee cast of Guymon on Highway 3 and 
wen of Guymon some ten or twelve miles show generally two to 
three cutworms per foot in borders where slight evidence of feeding 
can be readily found on w eat in the | sordé ors. Most cutworms found 
in third or fourth instars, TEXAS - Cutworms were found in increasing 


d not exceed two to three 
estations were coniined 
to two-thirds Jrown, 


HUTGDeT Ss! during Hecruary, soul PODMations @ 
per square foot in fi Se examined: | Mo 
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e / of 12 fields surveyed in the Clovis area i ae ornary, 

ranging from less eee One per iqot of drill row up to at ree per 100L 
f drill row. Bare spots were apparent i more heavy rily infested fields. 


PALE WESTERN CULWORM (Agrotis orthoconia)) = Wy WA CO - 
1 ay 
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Be oe MITE (Paratetranycous pratensis)’ = NEW MEXKICC 

i é ressively less since October, 1253, ion 
numpers as hg: 1as 18 riites per 
ne) ig C ans HGat rare) (Syl ample iS) in Wecemier, 
20 samples in January, andinal on Ne Samples in Fet bee 
AeA AS - A light infestation found in one field in Parmer County 
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mportant-carrier of wheat streak-mosaic, was found i 
eat ang volunteer wheat in central ae north central Kansas during 

Ne winter of 1903-54. ‘Also found in volumteer, buy not-seededj wheat 
n southwestern Kansas (Finn Ys Ene Grant, Greeley, and Scott 
Counties) on February 23. NEW oe xICO - Wheat < Crna cays es were 
present on wheat at the Plains Substation at rons out did not appear 
to oe widespread in New Mexico. OKLAHOMA - \ Wheat cur al mites 
found on weeat in Payne County in November, but they apparently 
are not widely distributed in State. None found in‘'Oklahoma Pan- 
handle during a survey last week in February. TEXAS - Wheat 

irl mites found during the fall of 1953 on volunteer wheat in the 
roca Pannandle, but very difficult to find March l. No mites located 
during a survey thr ue western and nortnern part of the pannandle 


A jal a CURL MITE (Aceria tulipae)- KANSAS - abi 
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BROWN WHEA® NEE (P Petrooia ze) - KANSAS - - Populations 
relatively low in most cout Uo micounties from Fer mney Pato Ute 
Average PO} pulation per 10 Hines oo in 138 ficids surveyed in 18 
counties of southwestern Kansas was 28, Highest JopulEtien was in 
Meade te where 7 eich 6 evaded bh mites per 3 linear feet 
NEW ME XICO - . Browa wheat es found in about half of the 34 
fields surveyed during January and Feb: gee The cane 
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humber recorded was « ites per plant, determined by direct 
count, OKLAHOMA - ube mn wheat mite was found in the following 
counties during February: Hee e, Blaine, Washita, Greer, Kiowa, 
Harmon, Jackson, Tillman, Garfield, oe it, Alfalfa, Major, Beaver, 
and Texas, Ir general, infestation was less than one per linear foot 
of row. Populations in 2. fields exam eneal in two counties in the 

paihandie Clieteas and sph de during February; averaged 19 mites 
ver 10 linear feet. THXAS ~- This mite was pe cseat during February 
ca Small numbers in most fields exe mined, As’ usual, gre catest 

umbers are associated with trashy r stubble muleied fie 2lds. A 

ie v.fields in Permer, Deaf Suita, Sherman, and Hansford Counties 
had populations up to. 20 per linear foot,: and in one fi 3 near Gruver 
the » POPY lation was approximately 100 per foot. A et infestation was 
found in the-Dallas-Fort Worth area in February. 


A WINTER GRAIN MITE (Peathaleus maj ) - = OKLAHOMA 
This mite was found in small nui nusnber tone! ies du in, the 
winter, including Mayes and Cheroke ae 
fisher, Major, Grant, and Alfaifa in eae ne 
Oklahoma, and Tillman in the southwest. TH KAS = He Het ah jrain 
mite populations developed quite early in the fall of 1953 aorth 
central and north Texas (Waco to Denton area). . A few era were 
ooserved on volunteer oats as early as November 3, and by end of 
November, heavy infestations found in many fie lds, However, feeding 
and damage were reduced considerably by low temperatures du ring 
the last half of nec ember, Some damage occurred in January and 
Pebruary, due to second-generation mites, 
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MORMON CRICKET (Anacrus simplex) - NEVADA - Have hatched 
in’ severelareas,; Mild, open winter rin western Nevada. (Schweis), 


CLOVER SEED CHALCID (Bruchophagus gibbus}) - ARIZONA - 
Developing larvae and pupae in alfalfa seed along berders and ditches 


n Yuma area. (Ariz, Coop. Rept. ). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera pos — - NEVADA - Requests for 
assistance in control | rece! eadently eceived, (Schweis). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - ARIZONA - Still abundant in 
Yuma area, Scattcred dama age to alfalfa...(Ariz, Coop. Rept.). 
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LHEAFHOPPERS - ARIZONA - Three to 500 per 100 sweeps on alfalfa 
in Yuma area. (AviziiCoop.wRepk }. 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) if ER MEXICO - Conside rable 
injury fall seeded and one-year-old alfalfa in Carlsbad area of Eddy 
County. Scattered infestation in Dona Ana County causing concern, 
/.lso appearing in certain areas of Chaves, Lea and Roosevelt 
Counties. Heavy populations of p-edators in some areas. (Dobson, 
Feo, 27), 


A FLOWER THRIPS (Frankliniella occidentalis) - ARIZONA - Infesting 
much of alfalfa in green bud stage in in Yuma area, (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


Cee - TEAS - Medium to heavy infestation (p oo. Aphis medicaginis) 
n vetch and rye in Bet of MeLennan County. (Cowan, J, W. Davis, 
Tite). ARIZONA - Severe in some barley fields in Maricopa and 

Pinal PoP neiGks (Amz | Coopsunept |). 


A SPIDER MITE (Tetranychina apicalis) - LOUISIANA - Damaging 
infestation on white ciover in LaFourches and Hast Feliciana 
Parishes. (Cockerham); 


LESSER CLOVES LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera nigrirostris) - SOUME 
CAROLINA - Occurring on crimson clover in in Greenwoc eenwood County, 
Fed. 19. (Johnson). - 


GREENBUG (Toxopt ‘aminum) - KANSAS = None found in wheat 
fields examined in V » Clay, Cloudy @tiawa, wieweltnGeoamy, 
and Riley Counties. ca att! cena OKLAHOMA - Spraying for green- 
oug underway at Marshall, Feb. 27. (Rogers). Populations increasing 


slightly in ithern Payne County. Up to 100 per linear foot, Some 
sprayins. (Woods). 


WHIT E GRUBS - OKLAHOMA. - Fairly heavy infestations in sov ath- 
ae counties, (Rogers, Feb. 27). 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) - OKLAHOMA - Large numbers 
on Pe winter oats in Mayes and Wagoner Counties, (Stiles). 


BRO ON WHEAT MITE (Petrovia laten ns) - TitXAS - Medium infes- 
tation on wheat in Stratford and Gruver areas. (Daniels). 
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PALE WESTERN CUTWORM (Agrotis orthogonia) - NEW MEXICO - 
Appearing in fairly large numbers in wheat fields in Ragland are 

of Quay County. Counts up to 4 larvae per square fcot in scattered 
fields. (Dobson). 


ARMY CUTWORM (Chorizagrotis auxiliaris) - KANSAS - Reported 


from severa] central counties. Two to six larvae per square foot 
in fields surveyed in Jewell, Cloud, Otiawa, Clay, Riley and Geary 


Counties. Leaf damage to young alfalfa noted. Few larvae found 
feeding in old stands of alialfa or on wheat, ‘Matthew,. 


CUTWORMS AND ARMYWORMS - SCUTH CAROLINA - A few moths 
taken in light trap at Charleston during past three weeks, (Cuthbert). 
LOUIS:ANA - Feitia subterranea, Agrotis ypsilon, Peridroma 
margaritosa, and Pseudaletia unipuncta moths being taken in small 
num >ers from light traps at Baton Rouge and in Tensas Parish, 
Larval populations of P, margaritosa being affected by disease in 

St, Landry Parish . (Burns). TEXAS - Medium infestation of 
cutworms on clover near Port Lavaca and Austwell. Controls being 
“used inseme cases, -tCassidy:. OKLAHOMA - Some spraying for 
cutworms west of Enid, Feb. 27. Spotted infestation in southwestern 
counties, (Rogers), 


Sampie of corn statks from field in northeastern Ottawa County showed 
survival of 18 percent of larvae, (Matthew). 


SEED-CORN MAGGOT {Hylemya cilicrura) - MISSISSIPPI - Feeding 


on small cowpea plants in Harrison County, Feb. 27. (McGehee). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


PEACH TREE BORER (Sanninoidea exitiosa) - GEORGIA - Infestation 
generally has increased in peach belt. Believed due to ineffectiveness 
of sprays, ‘Snapp},. TEXAS - Heavy local infestation of peach trees 

near Lindale. (Randolph, King). 


‘Moderate infestation continues in Fort Va ley area. iSnapp). TEXAS - 
Heavy local infestation on peach trees near Lindale, (Randolph, King). 


-198 - 


CITRUS THRIPS (Scirtothrips citri} - ARIZONA - Still present in 
most citrus groves in Yuma area. .(Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


SPOTTED CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diabrotica undecimpunctata 
howardi) - TEXAS - Light infestation on peach and plum trees near 
Lindale. (Randolph, King). 


TRUCK CROPMNSHClS a 


APHIDS - VIRGINIA - Cabbage aphids building up on overwintering 
crucifers in Norfolk area, Some green peach aphid (Myzus persicae) 
also noted. (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster), SOUTH CAROLINA- 
Cabbage aphid (Brevicoryne brassicae) infestations decreasing in 
Charleston area but moderate to heavy in a few fields. Green peach 
aphid iess abundant than usual on spinach. Insect enemies very active, 
Pea aphid (Macrosiphum pisi) light on garden peas and Austrian 
Wwinter-pea cover crops. (Cuthbert). OKLAHOMA - Green peach 
aphid observed on spinach Feb. 26. Ten totwentyfive per leaf, 
(Walton, Kantack}, FLORIDA - Green peach aphid nymphs and adults 
found on yellow dock.at Quincy. Average of 15 per plant. Practically 
all nymphs. (May). 


ONION THRIPS (Thrips tabaci) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Very light 
infestation in most onion plantings in Charleston County. (Cuthbert). 
TEXAS - Medium to heavy widespread infestation on onions in lower 
Valley. (Davis, Griffith). 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) .- LOUISIANA - Severely 
damaging five acres of turnips in LaFourche Parish. (Cockerham). 
TEXAS - Infestation continues in lower Valley. (Griffith). Medium 
on turnips near Livingston, ( O'Brien), Migrating from natural 
hosts to suitable green plants because of dry weather. (Davis). 


DIAMONDBACK MOTH (Platella maculipennis) - SOUTH CAROLINA - 
Light to moderate in two cabbage plantings in Charleston County. 
Insect has been relatively scarce in this area in recent years, (Cuthbert). 


WEEVILS ON ONIONS = TEXAS - Medium to heavy local infestation in 
Wilson County. Some fields 25-30 percent plants infested. (Davis). 


t Leafhopper Conditions in Utah, Western Colorado, Southern Nevada, 
utheastern California and Cevtral Arizona - 1yc4 
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The beet leafhopoer spring movement from the southarn desert oreeding 
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ereas to the cultivated districts of north and central Utah and western 
C eee is expected to be light, “ne local*movement is expected 

£0 e light in sorth and central Utah and in western Colora: Jo. The 
Here o southern mre cack southern Nevada, southeastern, California 


and central Arizona is expects pe to ve iinee v he overwinter ty POD 
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ulation in tne southern dea sei ng area is: consis at sd to be approximately 
one=sixth as larve as that en Secerred in doe. Soring host plant 
conditions are unfavorable for leafhooper ate in most portions 
Sirie SOutiern Oreeding ¢ Boe okey The acreage of host plants is only 
aveut One-third that of 1983. In the local breeding areas of northerr 
Utah, a lichi population of leafhoppers entered the winter under un- 
favorable conditions, The condition and stand of spring host plants in 
the uncultivated areas in most cases is unfavorable, . A light leaf- 
hopper inovement is to vé expected from some of the local areas, The 


spring movement to central and northern Utan cultivated districts under 
favorable ea ois. 1S expected to Deiat. o ae, pe emphasized 
that this statement is based upon present conditions. The movemen 

of the leathoppers into the cu sted districts of @entral Utah and 
western Colorado is expected i start | by wid-April, The asundance 

of thc population: engaged inthis movemenr will d ale upon unpre=- 
cictable weather fluctuations during the next month v 

developizent of the beet leathopner and its host plan Experience 
has shown when an ae rly spring nee lows a mild wit _ ie at usually 
adtees 1e date of beet leafhopper movement from the uncultivated 
breeding areas ‘to b ie enltivated Gistricis,.,- Oni tne other ee a late 
Spring with excessive rainfall dalays the date ot ths movement, Por 
these reasous 2 later statement will ce issued on bect leafhopper 
neti Enis will be based on additional information obtained from 
Surveys now in prowress. 
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This information was derived from late-winter surveys of distant 
ae areas made in ieaSe ation with States of teas Nevada 

rala and Arizona and on early-spring surveys in local breeding 
arcas of northern Utah, (Dorst, Knowlton). 


YELLOW-STRIPED ARMY WORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - TEXAS - 
Light to medium on onions near Floresville, Wilson County. (Davis). 


OHED-CORN MAGGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) - GEORGIA - Heavy 


intesta LOR 1 in Se sley Seed in Fulton Cow Hees Feo 23. (Beckham). 
OKLAHOMS. ~ First eggs of season found on spinach Feb, 25. 


(Walton, es, 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophore gossypieila) ~- FLORIDA - Larvae, 
pupae noe adults, average about 3 per plant, in okra on Plantation 
Key, ‘(Conn Niacin i) 


SPIDER MITES - VIRGINIA - Populations on strawberries about 
normal for season in Noriolk area. Light but we. 7 distributed. 
(Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). 


VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listrodéres costirost ‘tris obliguus) ~ FLORIDA - 
Very light ae infestation in tobacco ved in Gadsden ee i 
(Guthrie, May). 


COMMONMNG Beals 


Boll weevil Survival 
in Madison Parish completed March 4. ™ 
per acre found per point ranged from 0 to 5, 050 in 1954, with average 
oni i3))  whis average was about 1,4 times the average found during 
the past 18 years, There were only five years (1945, 1949, 1950, 
125iand in which a greater number was found than in 1904, The 
number found as Spring was aa oe Ce cae of the number found in 
hibernation la; AVer i this year was approximately 
one-half of average survival ed past 17 years. (Gaines). 


Counts pan ulek oe Trash examination: 
umber of live weevils 
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CUTWORMS - TEAAS - Medium to light infestation on cotton, water- 
melons, wanes in the lower Valley. (Griffith). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE (Dendroctonus frontalis) - THAAS ~ Evidence 
on Seeds has ee from infested spots previously reported 


: 
A 
in Hast Texas. (Young, Feo, 19). 
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A STELLATE SCALE (Vinsonia st lif ra (Westw. )) - FLORIDA - 

This scale, new to Florida, was found in in Miami area during 
September 1953, Specimens on tee leaves were submitted by 

C. E, Shepard, who made the discovery, and identification was made 
by G. B. Merrill, Since this scale is known to attack orchids 

and other ornamentals, citrus and mangoes, all of commercial 

importaace in Florida, eradicative measures were started 

immediately, (Dekle). 


TURPENTINE BEETLES (Dendroctonus spp.) - TEXAS - Fairly large 
populations went into the winter in Kast Texas. Without control 
measures, a problem expected next summer. (Young, Feb. 19). 


TERMITES (prob. Reticulitermes virginicus) - FLORIDA ~- Winged 
stages infesting some homes in Sanfor fal area. (Wilson). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


CATIULE GRUBS - SOUTH CAROLINA - Very numerous in Anderson 
County. Apparently worse than for several years. (Goodwin, Feb, 20). 
MARYLAND - Of 84 animals examined in Cecil County, 2 found 
infested with 1 to 4 grubs each. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). KANSAS - 
From 4 to 100 percent infestation in a few. herds checked. (Matthew). 


OKLAHOMA - Heel fly activity noted in northern and central areas, 
First report Feb. 15, which is considered very early. (Stiles). 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - TEXAS - Attacking cattle very 
heavily over widespread 2 ares in Jasper and Woedville areas. severe 
infestation for this time of year and will provably cause screwworms 
early. (McGregor), FLORIDA - Adults, averaging S per animal on 
00 cows, found:on farm in Gadsden County, Horn flics increasing 
‘despite two heavy frosts. (Guthrie, May). 


Catt BrlinG LOUSE.(B eovicol’ ovis) - LOUISIANA ~ Herd of 
cattle heavily infested in Livingston Parish. (Cockerham). 


CATTLE LICE - OKLAHOMA - Populations in northwestern and 
southeastern Oklahoma very heavy in many herds. (Bower). 


TABANIDS - OKLAHOMA ~ Overwintcring larvae lower than normal 
for time of year in north central area, (Schomber,). 


SORE D EE ODy Camis eek 


A DERMESTID (Trogoderma graneriv ALIFORNIA - Infestation 
in Imperial County has been extrem aly y hea nis and presents 2 real 
control problem, (Armitage). 


Bu SPIDER BEETLE i inus hirtellus) - TEXAS - Medium local 
ingestation in household furn ishings ‘near Clarksville. (Randolph). 
MISCELLANEOUS JUS INSECTS 


JS GISIIN IE: : NT (Iridomyrmex humilis; ~ MISSISSIPPI - Sp 
received for first time irom Caniden Madison County, (Hateniae), 


sns and Ceratomegilla Tusciala- 
| cowpea aphid infestation 


RECENT IMPORLANTINIERCEPTIONS Ak PORTS On isin 


es interception of the following introduce : foreign plant pests is 4 
‘eminder of their continuing threa t Lo the agricullure of this countey 
thedaat possiple reintroduction and spread is areas where they are not 


known to occur. 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypie a - Larvae in Cotton seed 


BNE Roma (eC Shapman), and in cotton soilly in baggage at Laredo 
O° 


2 


SWEET POTATO WEE Vinyl QO! arius elegantuls 8) 5 Larvae, 
pupae and adults in sweet Sonate, és ia D agen rage from MEX at meds 
(Re onthinger, Vols). 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER os rausta nubilalis) - Larvae in string beans 
in Ships' stores from JAPAN at Seattl (Nelson). 
MEXICAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepna ludcas) -Larvae in oranges eae 


if Pee, rial fala) een eK quarters at Brow: isville (fink) and in baggage a 
redo (Columan, Randolph, Davis, Wcedmark, Nocl). 
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SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1953 
OREGON: 


Reported by J. E, Davis 
Cereai and Forage Insects: EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta 
nucilalis) An intensive survey throu zhout State failed to reveal any 
eormeporers injQregon. (CORN BARWON ¢M (Heliothis armigera) in- 
festation was heavy in eastern counties but light in the western part 
f State. A NITIDULID (Meli ion es seminulum) infestation was very 
neavy in eed Valley; losses especially heavy in clover fields. 
CLOVER, HAYWORM (Hypsopygia costatis) - No damage reported or 
-} 1 


ooserved Dut adulis are appearing in increasing numbers in bait 
traps each year. Present population in southern and eastern areas 
indicate insect might become a menace ito hay production. GRASS- 


HOPPERS plentiful in scattered areas. 


Fruit and Othe r Tree Insects: PEAR PSYLLA (Psylla pyricola) eggs 
were laid in enormous numbers ca rly Soring in Jackson County but 
ontrol was exceilent anJ no damaye was reported in well-cared for 
CAeWaraskwCMARRY PRET PL (R thavyoletis cingulata) control was 
good in all sections. CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) numbers 
in bait traps appea. ed to be less in ee regent iirslvemer gence 
was earlier than usual. FILBERTVWORM (Melissopus oy ee “- 
No increase noted over previous years. ORIENTAL £ RULE EMO rE 
(Grapholitha molesta) - No specimens found or reported in State during 
Inpetiece Vears,, : FILLE BERT LEAS ROLLER (Archips rosana) -- 


Many, egy masses in filbert orchards early spring. | Heavy flight of 
adults in most orchards es oughout summe re OBLIQUE-BANDED 
LAP ROLLER (Archips HOeacea. 1a) caused severe damage to apple 
tree foliage in a few areas, PEACH TG eee (Anarsia lineatella) 
infesta’ 10n.2p0ut normal, FA WEBWOR (Hyphantria cunea) 


infestation heavy, especiaily in walnut trees. AN OAK GALL 
(Pla agiotrichus game psOle Sea iiaiiae ~Heavy infestation in some areas in 
Willamette Valicy and many limbs on Or egcn white oak (Quercus 


garryana) killed, 


Vegetable and Ornamental Plant Insects; ONION M:iGGOT (Hyler 
antigua) - Heaviest Bee On in parts of Labish area since onions 
have been grown there. 1 other onion areas infestation was about 
normal. WESTERN SPOTTED C CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diabrotica 
undecimpunctata) was very plentiful in the Willamette Valley, 
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especially noticeasle in corn fields in August. Also nursery inspectors 
report a heavy ee in nurseries. THRIPS collections indicate 
normal infestation. GREEN HOUSE WHITEFLY (Trialeurodes 

vaporariorum) - Nursery inspectors noted heavy infestation thi: 

year. EUROPEAN EARWIG (Forficuia auricularia) ~ Many reports 

of heavy infestation. Survey along the Oregon coast indicates the 

establishment of the earwig parasite, Bigonicheta setipennis, in 

several localities. TENT CATERPILLARS infestation heavy in 

nurseries, 


Tene tole Insects: SHEEP BITING LOUSE (Bovicola ovis) heavily 
infested sheep in n one flock, 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Reported by G. D, Jone 


The protection of North Carolina's oil n ae es acricultural indus ie 
from insects 4 was made difficult during Si 10) ght and Bee 0S 
extremes, ac 100 major insect pests took ante a ay ais 
perhaps 125 niHOA dollars in losses due to damage and r 
guality of agricultural products. The dry weaiher hides 
losses and aften the iarmer "saw nis crop wither even though he had 
controlled-the insect 


ta 
eat 
Sars 


BOLL WHEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) heads the list of the worst pests 

for 1553 anc estimates show that it alone caused secon 

625, COO, OOO loss to cotton growers. The insect survived the rather 

warm winter in large numbe:s and because of extremely high tem- 
peratures in late May and early June, appeared in large numvers 

in cotton fields early in the season. The number of weevils reminded 

growers of 1950 Sut infestation gensrally proved not as severe, More 

TeIE Ue S, however, than ever before started .controls «in June 

emai srought the infestation down. The weevil < nee cause Serious losses, 

Men vertheless S, on many farms causing some yrowers to not harvest crop. 

Rains and showers were spotty thus making for ae variation in 

fields in each county. 
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HORNWORMS (Protoparce spp.) on tobacco were fairly numerous 
early in the season but later broods failed to show up;therefore, this 

est was not the problem it was in 1952. Many growers made no 
insecticidal applications, TOBACCO FLEA BEETLE (Epitrix hirti- 
Pennis) was very abundant during dry weather in May and June as 
were TOBACCO BUDWORMS, (Heliothis armigera and H. virescens). 
Larvae of the flea beetle caused ‘widespread losses to young trans- 
plants in the upper Piedmont fields and especially where drought was 
SO severe during the entire season. More insecticides than ever 
beiore were,used to control this pest and the budworms. 


GRASSHOPPER, infestations failed to develop in the mountain counties, 
ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) appeared in a few fields in the 
mountain countiesand in one area in the eastern part of the State. 
Outoreak numbers were not present, however, some loss in individual 
fields before treatments could-be made, 


Stored grain pests were extreme ly 8 abundant in stored wheat in many 
counties domimoertiic fall’ RICE WHEY Ti 'CADE LEE, LESSER GRAIN 
BORER, and INDIAN-MEAL MOTH were extremely active, 


Soil pests, especially WIREWORMS, were serious on corn, peanuts, 
potatoes and other crops. 


PLUM CURCULIO (Conotrachelus ne a and ORIENTAL FRUIT 
MOTH (Grapholitha molssta) were the worst pests in orchards but 
when a good spray program was followed insect damage was held to 
a minimum, 


CORN EARWORM, FLEA BEETLES, MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE, and 
CABBAGEWORMS were the most serious pests on vegetable crops. 


HOUSE FLY (Musca domestica) was very difficult to control around 
many dairy, hog, and poultry establishments, Many reports of only 
fair results with residual sprays. 


GEORGIA 
eported bysiCrek. Ondany Om sSnaee 
ie Wey sViorsjan, Cer 
Beckham and D. W. LaHue 


Cotton Insects: 2 BOLL WEEVIL (Anthonomu: yee, infes- 
tation during Ig — w2s one of the most severe in the history of the 
State, Am intensive eae ae was necessary to prevent very 
heavy damage. BOLL(\ S (Heliothis armige re-and H. virescens) 


caused severe dam sent in some localities and da ee age averajed 4 
percent injured bolls for State as a whole. COTTON APHID (Aphis 
gossypii) infestations built up to damaging proportions late in the 
season, particulerly in North Georgia; Severe SPIDER MITE 
(Tctranychus desertorum and T. bimaculatus) infestations developed 
in some localities. A heavy COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama argillacea) 
infestation late in the season defoliated cotton over most of State but 
caused no damage except in southernmost counties. Despite the 
severity of insect infestations, a cotton yicld considerably above the 
State average was produced due to the vigorous control program 
arried out by most farmers. 


Tobacco Insects: Larvee of VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes 
COSLIMOStmis: O; iE guus) caused damage ae tobaese plant beds in Cook 
and nearby counties, enc tS (species undetermined) did con- 
sideraole damage to newly-set plantings . many counties, with 
heaviest damage in Mitchell, Tift, and Candler. STINK BUGS and 
FLEA BEETLES caused some ona in Cendier County, GREEN 
PEACH APHID (Myzus persicae), TOBACCO BUDWORM (Heliothis 
peiescene) and TOBACCO HORNWORM (Protoparce sexta) infes~ 
tations were general over the tobacco growing area, but less severe 
than 1952, 
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Peanut Insects: LESSER CORNS EELS BORER ae St Sstsopalpus lig- 


ee 


noselius) caused considerable damage to peanuts in several South 
Georgia counties, pa NOLS analy, shal Wv@rgidaly | | leakopaie Wo) Ja infestations 
of the FALL ARMY RM (Laphygma frugiperda), CORN Bie 


(Heliothis eee and VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR (Anticarsia 
gemmatilis) were general. RED-NECKED PEANUTWORM 
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(Stegasta bosquella) was reported from Worth County. Light infes- 
tations of SPIDER MITES were general in Worth County. 


Cereal and Forage Insects; CORN EARWORM infestations occurred 
in field and sweet corn, soybeans, and grain sorghum. Late sweet 
corn in the mountain area was heavily attacked with 99 percent of 

ears infested, 5 to 6 larvae in some ears. Severe widespread . 

FALL ARMYWORM infestations occurred in field and sweet corn, 
grain sorghum, millet, Bermuda and other pasture grasses. VELVET- 
BEAN CATERPILLARS injured soybeans in Laurens, Spalding, Henry, 
Dougherty and Treutlen Counties. LESSER CORNSTALK BORER 
damaged corn in Brantley and Ben Hill Counties; cowpeas in Ben 

Hill, Laurens, Washington ane Spalding Counties; and soybeans in 
Laurens and Screven Counties Light to heavy damage to corn was 
caused by a BILLBUG (C Calendi a sp.) in Cook, Toombs. and Calhoun 
Counties. A GRASSWORM (Mocis sp., prob. repanda) caused con- 
siderable daimage to pasture grasses and sma all gre grains in Berrien, 
Burke and Spalding Counties. SORGHUM WEBWORM (Celama sorghiella) 
injured star millet in Cook County and grain sorghum in Spalding 
County. Larvae of GREEN JUNE BEETLE (Cotinis nitida) attacked 
the roots of sericea lespedeza and crimson clover in Harris County. 
CHINCH BUGS (Blissus leucopte us) were reported on corn in Clarke, 
Jackson and Lincoln Counties. A light HESSIAN FLY (Phytophaga 
destructor) infestation was found on wheat in Jefferson County. 


A 40-acre field of soybeans in Spalding County was infested with the 

GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena scabra), THREE-CORNERED 
ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) was found on alfalfa in 

Spaidiny County and caused considerable damage to alfalfa on the Plains 

Substation in Sumter. County. APHIDS (prob. Toxoptera graminum) 

caused yellowing of oats in Brooks, Spalding, Dougherty, Mitchell, 

Colquit t and Ben Hill Counties. ee infestations of A CLOVER 

HEAD WEEVIL (Hypera meles) anc LESSER CLOVER LEAF 

WEEVIL (Hypera nigrirostris) were found in crimson clover in Spalding, 

Washington, Butts, Henry, Walton, Oconee, and Moryan Counties. 

A light infestation was reported from Green County. A moderate 

infestation of SORGHUM MIDGE (Contarinia sorghicola) was present 

on grain sorghum in Spalding County. 
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Fruit and Nut Insects; PLUM CURCULIO (Conotrachélas nenyphar) 
infestation generally was considerably less than that of an average 
year throughout the peach harvesting season. Damage to harvested 
early peaches from first-generation larvae was reported from one 
locality. All mid-season and late varieties of peaches were sub- 
jected to a second~brood attack... The hibernating population of 
adults in the Georgia Peach Belt in the fall of 1953 was less than 
usual, PEACH TREE BORER (Sanninoidea exitiosa? was somewhat 
less abundant than usual, which is believed to be due to an increased 
effort by peach growers to control this insect especially by the use 
of trunk sprays. LESSER.PEACH TREE BORER (Synanthedon pictipes) 
infestation was generally heavier than an average year, but was 
reduced to a moderate infestation oy late summer. SAN JOSE 
SCALE (Aspidiotus perniciosus) and FORBES SCALE (Aspidiotus 
forbesi) are now very much reduced and at a very low ebb, 
ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha molesta) was not very 
injurious in 1953 which most likely was due to the early peach har- 
vesting season and the use of new phosphate insecticides, The gen- 
eral infestation was lighter than that of an average year. Only 0.3 
percent of Sullivan's Elberta peaches examined found infested. No 
infestation found in Hiley peaches examined, A MBEASURINGWORM 
(Geometridae) was much more abundant than usual early in the season, 
feeding on peach foliage, but left peach trees when vegetation became 
heavy in orchards. EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma 
americanum) appeared as early as March 24, but was of only average 
abundance throughout season. FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) 
also appeared earlier than usual, but the numbers were not greater 
than usual. COTTONY-CUSHION SCALE (Icerya purchasi) was 
abundant on a property at Perry. 


HICKORY SHUCKWORM (Laspeyresia caryana) infestation was heavy 
on the Mobile variety of pecan trees at Fort Valley. Infestations 

of the PECAN WEEVIL (Curculio caryae) were light to moderate in the 
Griffin and Fort Valley areas. BLACK PECAN APHIDS (Melanocallis 
caryaefoliae) developed into heavy infestations in many orchards. 
WALNUT CATERPILLARS (Datana integerrima) caused some de- 
foliation. PECAN LEAF CASEBEARER (Acrobasis juglandis) 
overwintering larvae caused defoliation in some orchards in Dougherty 
and Mitchell Counties. PECAN NUT CASE BEARER (Acrobasis 
caryae) lightly infested small pecan nuts in the Albany area in June. 
APPLE MAGGOT (Rhagoletis pomonella) infested apples and cultivated 
blueberries in the North Georgia apple area, Heavy infestations 
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of PERIODICAL CICADA (Magicicada septendecim) occurred in some 
apple orchards, ORANGE-DOG (Papilio cresphontes) infested 
orange trees in Brunswick. 


ble Insects: LISTER BEETLES (Epicauta spp.) caused 

se efoliation of Irish potatoes, tomatoes, and lima beans in 
Spalding and Taylor Counties. CABBAGE MAGGOT (Hylemya 
brassicae) caused moderate damage to cabbage plants in Cook and 
Rabun Counties, Light infestations of the COLORADO POTATO 
BEETLE (Leptinotarsa decemlineata) were reported on Irish potatoes 
in Dougherty, Rabun and White Counties and on tomatoes in Tift, 

Irwin and Ben Hill Counties, Heavy infestations of HORNWORMS 
(Protoparce spp.) caused severe defoliation of pimento peppers in 
Ben Hill County. LEAF-FOOTED BUG (Leptojlossus phyllopus) 
caused wilting of potatoes and beans in Union County. General in- 
festations of MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) appeared 
on beans over State and very heavy late infestations on all beans and 
cowpeas developed in the mountain area, MILLIPEDES - Heavy 
infestation tunnelling in sweet potatoes in Atlanta. A heavy infestation 
of the ONION MAGGOT (Hylemya antiqua) was found in Irwin County. 
Infestations of the PICKLEWORM (Diaphania nitidalis) were heavy 

in summer squash in Spalding County. SHED-CORN MAGGOT 
(Hylemya cilicrura) damaged snap beans in Treutlen County. SWEET- 
POTATO HORNWORM (Agrius cingulatus) defoliated sweetpotatoes 

in Crisp County, TOMATO FRUITWORM (Heliothis armigera) cause 
injury to tomato fruit in Tift County. Light to heavy damage by 
VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) to turnips 
in Tift, Treutlen, Jasper, Dougherty, and Spalding Counties; and 
moderate damage to spinach in Thomas County. COWPEA CURCULIO 
(Chalcodermus aeneus) caused light to moderate damage to field peas 
in Spalding County, 
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Forest and Shade Tree Insects: Severe damage to pines by BLACK 
TURPENTINE : BEETLE (Dendroctonus terebrans) in a large area 
of Coffee County. NANTUCKET PINE MOTH (Rhyacionia frustrana) 
caused light daiage to 20 acres of young pines in Jasper County 

and heavy damage to groves in Clarke and Jefferson Counties. Bark 
beetles (Ips sp.) infested 10 acres of pines in Jasper County. A 
WEEVIL (Pachylobius picivorus) yirdlins and eating holes in trunks 
of 8 month old pine transplants. EASTERN TENT CATERPILLARS 


ine sted apple, wild cherry, Se jo ue my saa < peach trees in Jasper 
County and wild cherry in Fulton and De er b Counties. ELM LEAF 


BEETLE E (Galerucella xan aes io infe sate ations were common 

sr North Georgia. WOOLLY ALDER 4 ADEID (Prociphilus tessellatus) 
s found infesting maple shade trees in Clarke, aibert, Polk and 

Cait 10un Counties. MIMOSA WEBWORM (Homadaula albizziae) 

caused considerable defoliation of mimosa in Athens and Griffin. 

BLACK BLISTER BEETLES (Epicauta pennsylvanica}) defoliated 

mimosa trees im (Clarke County. 


Insects of Ornamental Plants; AZALEA CATERPILLAR (Datana major) 
completely defoliated azalea plants in Burke Co nies ZALEA LACE 


BUG (Stephanitis pyrioide come) infestations were heavy on oe in 
North Georgia, Heavy infestations of EASTERN TENT CATER- 
PILLAR damaged roses heavily in Atlanta. BAGWORM (Thyridop- 

teryx ephemeraeformis) damaged arborvitae over much of State. 


Stored Product Insects: Insect infestations in general were wide- 
Spread and caused considerable damage eee control mesures 

were applied. RICE WEEVIL (Sitophi lus oryz2) caused severe damage 
to grain stored on the farm. A very heavy infestation of CIGARETTE 
BEETLE (Lasioderma ee a developed in 41, 000 one hundred 
pound bags of cottoz need meal in storage in Athens. ANGOUMOIS 
GRAIN MOTH (Sitotroga = al sit) Cae heavy damage to surface 
layers of stored oats. “IND AN-MEA I, MOTH (Plodia interpunctella) , 
SAW--TOOTHED GRAIN Sa (Oryzaephilus surinamensis), 
Ephestia spp., and Tribolium spp. damaged stored peanuts. 
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